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LOCAL BRANCHES 

OFFICERS ELECTED 

University of California, Chairman, C. A. Kofoid; Vice-Chair- 
man, F. S. Foote; Secretary-Treasurer, T. Petersson; Additional 
members of the Executive Committee : W. C. Bray, M. W. Has- 
kell, G. D. Louderback, J. C. Merriam. 

Grinnell College (new organization), Chairman, C. N. Smiley; 
Secretary, H. S. Conrad. 

Iowa State University, Chairman, Percy Bordwell. 

Knox College, Chairman, A. C. Langden; Secretary, J. L. 
Conger. 

University of Minnesota, Chairman, J. B. Pike. 

Northwestern University, Chairman, F. S. Deibler; Secretary, 
B. G. Martin. 

University of Pittsburgh, Chairman, L. E. Gibbs; Secretary, 
G. E. Jones ; Vice-Chairman, J. A. Kock. 

Washington University (St. Louis), Chairman, W. E. McCourt; 
Secretary, C. E. Corey. 

CIRCULAR NOTE TO OFFICERS OF LOCAL BRANCHES 

The following circular note has recently been sent out to local 
branches : 

I am writing to remind you that the Council has designated for special 
discussion by Local Branches during the year the following subjects : 

COMMITTEE G (METHODS OF INCREASING THE INTELLECTUAL 
INTEREST AND RAISING THE INTELLECTUAL STANDARDS OF 
UNDERGRADUATES).— Chairman, Professor E. H. Wilkins, University 

of Chicago. 

COMMITTEE H (DESIRABILITY AND PRACTICABILITY OF IN- 
CREASED MIGRATION AND INTERCHANGE OF GRADUATE STU- 
DENTS ).- J Chairman, Professor A. O. Leuschner, University of California. 

COMMITTEE Z (THE ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE PROFES- 
SION).— Chairman, T. N. Carver, Harvard University. 

A preliminary report from Committee G was made at the recent 
annual meeting. Reference may also be made to the recent article 
by Professor Showerman (Wisconsin), of Committee G, published in 
School and Society, and quoted in the April Bulletin. 

No report has yet been made by Committee Z (the Economic Condition 
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of the Profession), but data are sufficiently available for local discussion. 
It is hoped that such discussion will lead to the transmission of expressions 
of opinion from local branches to the respective committees and that at 
least one meeting will be held before the close of the present academic 
year. 

The officers will welcome further expression of opinion from local 
branches generally on the whole question of relation and means of making 
the annual meeting as attractive and interesting as possible. 

H. W. Tyler, Secretary. 



University op Chicago. — At a meeting of the Local Branch 
held March 10th the following action was taken : 

"Voted to recommend reducing the period for 'probation' 
of nominees from 60 to 30 days ; to approve continuing the present 
system of nomination rather than direct application; to recom- 
mend that the Council appoint a committee to revise the method 
of nomination and election of officers so as to make it more demo- 
cratic. The idea is to have a kind of 'primary' system by which 
all may have a voice in choosing officers." 

Smith-Towner Bill 

Ohio State University. — The following committee report has 
been adopted on proposed Federal legislation : 

"First: Is the creation of a Department of Education with 
a Secretary in the President's Cabinet endorsed? Yes. 

Second: Is the principle of Federal aid to education in the 
states on condition that the states match the Federal appropria- 
tions endorsed? Yes. 

Third: Should a Department of Education supervise the ex- 
penditure of Federal appropriations in the states? Yes, to an 
extent sufficient to determine whether or not the funds are used 
for the purpose for which they are appropriated. 

Fourth: Should a Department of Education be authorized 
to determine acceptable standards for various types of institu- 
tions, to inspect institutions within the state and to publish its 
findings? The Local Chapter endorsed this item with the follow- 
ing amendment: It is proposed to insert the word 'minimum' 
after the word 'acceptable' so that the statement will now read : 
Should a Department of Education be authorized to determine 
acceptable minimum standards for various types of institutions, 
to inspect institutions within the states and to publish its 
findings? Yes. 
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Fifth: Is the Smith-Towner bill endorsed without amend- 
ment? No. 

Sixth: Is an amendment for the inclusion of the Federal 
Board for Vocational Education in the Department of Education 
favored? Yes. 

Seventh : Is an amendment to eliminate the proposed appro- 
priations for cooperation with the states and to provide for an 
investigation and report by the Department of Education on the 
distribution of Federal Aid and the amounts needed for specific 
purposes favored? Yes. 

Eighth: Is an amendment by the Department of Education 
of an Advisory Council favored? Yes. 

Ninth: Is the Kenyon bill endorsed? No. 

Tenth: Is there any other policy of Federal participation 
in education suggested? No." 

With regard to Item 10, it may be stated that the following 
resolution was adopted by the Local Branch. 

"Resolved: That this Branch go on record as in favor of a 
suggestion that Federal interest in and aid to all branches of 
education — elementary, secondary, and higher — be extended 
in future legislation." 

A Proposed Appointment Office 

Smith College. — "The Smith College Branch of the American 
Association of University Professors has voted to raise the ques- 
tion as to whether your office might not be made an office to which 
presidents, deans, and heads of departments, might look when 
seeking men or women for positions on the staffs of their colleges 
or universities. It was felt that the present means of securing 
instructors are very casual, and frequently do not lead to the 
finding of the best man for a given position. There are doubtless 
many men who are expecting to remain in their present positions, 
and who are not registered with teachers' agencies, who would 
nevertheless be willing to consider a change if the right place 
were offered. And it is precisely these men whom it is diffi- 
cult for an administration to find. The Branch felt, therefore, 
that if information concerning the academic record, teaching ex- 
perience, and original work of members of the American Asso- 
ciation of University Professors were on file at some one place, 
and if this information were made to include some indication 
as to special lines of work, and perhaps the names of men and 
women from whom an inquirer might seek further information, 
a real service would be rendered both to teachers and to officers. 
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"The Smith College Branch voted that this matter be brought 
to your attention, with the suggestion that if it lies within the 
province of any existing committee that committee be asked to 
consider it, and that if it does not lie within the province 
of any existing committee the Association appoint a committee 
for the purpose of considering this matter."* 

Union College. — The following communication from the Union 
College Local Branch has been presented to the Council. 

"The Union College Branch of the American Association of 
University Professors feels that the experience of the last two 
Annual Meetings of the Association shows that some changes in 
the plan and conduct of the meetings are advisable if the Asso- 
ciation is to have the proper importance in the public mind and 
the minds of its members. 

"At the Cleveland Meeting, of 1919, a great part of the time 
was taken up by a discussion of the best mode of representation 
at the Annual Meeting of branches and individual members. A 
plan for constitutional amendment was proposed and fully dis- 
cussed, whereby the branches might be represented by delegates. 
A plan of voting was discussed at length by which the branches 
and individual members might be represented both in discussion 
and vote. The plan was subsequently discussed at the branches. 

"At the Chicago Meeting, of 1920, there was a considerable at- 
tendance, and matters of great importance were largely dis- 
cussed. But in spite of the very favorable circumstances no 
votes were taken nor was the opinion of the Association in any 
way definitely stated or expressed. The general opinion of the 
meeting seems to have been that much had been said but that no 
results had been obtained. A great opportunity seems to have 
been quite lost. 

"The Branch believes that some changes in the conduct of 
meetings would correct what appears a drawback and suggests 
the following : 

"1. Chairmen of committees making reports to the Association 
should be present at the meetings to lead the discussion of the 
report. If this be impossible some member of the committee 
should be delegated to attend. 

"2. The meeting should register its judgment on reports of 
committees as a whole, or on parts of them discussed, by vote 
of the delegates and members present. Keports of committees 
to be presented to the Annual Meeting should, if printed before 
such discussion is had and an expression of opinion on them is 
made by the Association, be conspicuously marked 'Submitted 
for consideration only.' 

* Referred to Committee B. See page 18. 
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"3. Keports of committees which require no action by the 
Association should in general be read at the Annual Meeting 
by title only and published in the Bulletin. Such committee 
reports as that on the status of women members of faculties, 
migration of graduate students, etc., would not seem to call for 
discussion or ratification by the Association. 

"The Branch would like to repeat some suggestions made by it 
to the President in the spring of 1919 as to the possibilities 
of the Annual Meeting. At the foundation of the Association it 
was thought and hoped that the meetings of the Association 
might be occasions for some authoritative utterance by the 
president or another on subjects of general interest in the world 
of professorial students. Subjects for such addresses could not 
well be confined to particular spheres of science, but it was 
thought that in the general field of intellectual life, or in those 
especial directions wherein more than one field of study was 
concerned, some general utterances by an acknowledged leader 
would be of great value. The Branch would like to bring this 
matter to the attention of the Association, feeling that by some 
such plan the Annual Meeting might be made of greater value 
and authority in the learned world, in short, more worth holding 
and better worth going to." 



